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Sandler OK’d as 


Civic Center director 


‘The City Council Tuesday night ap- 
proved Ralph Sandler as the new di- 
“rector of the Was Gine: Center. 
i “Often you have to look nationally 
} aE 2 poate a ee 
| a person in your own community w 
fits the qualifications eminen' ad 
Mayor Joel Skornicka. aa 


been mn ed by Madison 
* community for being a city spokes- 
man for the arts. 
Besides handling the $500,000 an- 
_nual budget of the Union Theater, San- 
+ dler has produced film documentaries 
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ced a. ‘pal hour of ques- 
g from the aldermen, who were 
ith high ticket prices and 
‘ the growing ity subsidy of the thea- 


the wealthy, 
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ter. 

Sandler said he: would be opposed 
to raising ticket prices. ‘Some alder- 
men have said ticket prices are al- 
ready so high the center pees only 
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“50 high is 
these at- 
ee to town is escalating beyond 
the inflation rate,” he said. “There isn’t 


Sandler if thé»the 
‘sidy at al, 


"transportation 


very” much that can 


ag are aon, lower, eed ae 


“The govern n 


garbage collec- 
tion,” Sandler replied. “Why shouldn't 
government be in a part of 
life that is more ennobling? There has. 
to be a certain subsidy.” ; 

Sandler said he would work to re-- 
duce the Civic Center deficit. — - 

“I hope I won’t be standing here ae 
year from now and be responsible-for : 
another deficit,” he said. “But it takes - 
time for a facility to find its niche. 
That can be costly. Show business is. 
not an exact science.” 

He said he would expand the kinds 
of programs at the Civic Center, mar- 
ket the shows more aggressively, pro- 
mote use of a new banquet room and 


try to attract more conventions and 


conferences. 
“T hope that wth tight management 
- we can improve the:situation,” he said. 
\ He rejected the idea of using pri- 


» vate fund-raising to pay for the, thea- 


ter’s operating costs. 
“There is a leftover antagonism i: 
the arts community against the Civi 
_ Center,” he said. “Every time the ci 4 
~ goes out to raise money for the Civic 
Center, it means some local arts group 
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won't get the funds it needs. I’d be 
wary of fund-raising to offset operat- 

He said work will be done to im- 
prove the acoustics on the ground 
floor of the main theater. He said it 
would :not be possible to replace ad- 


mittedly uncomfortable npean in the 


balcony. é 
—By Larry Bodine 


